
Short Cuts & PLESkavica festival

Ljubljana, 17th – 21st June 2010

The contemporary dance festival PLESkavica is a logical continuation of the final event of the Nomad Dance Academy Educational Programme, which is being organized for the third successive year in Ljubljana.

The upcoming PLESkavica Festival consists of two main and somewhat distinct programs. The first is traditional series of short performances, Short Cuts #3, where we will present premiers of 14 contemporary dance performances created by participants of this year’s Nomad Dance Academy, and the second one, entitled Blow Up, presenting three contemporary dance performances of authors and dancers already familiar to the local audiences. 

The educational programme of Nomad Dance Academy gathers young contemporary performing artists from Europe with focus on Balkan region, and is of educational, experimental, and creative character. 

This year’s novelty will be the special program - performances created within different contexts of the Balkan region.

The festival program will be accompanied by the exhibition of the videos of dance productions from the Region together with their historical reference, as well as by discussions on the region’s dance potentials and possible models of collaboration, 
as well as of meetings of the Nomad Dance Academy partners. These events are there to question the capabilities and the specificities of the regional works and their placement into a European context. 

Short Cuts #3 consists of fourteen contemporary dance pieces that will be shown for the first time. Authors and performers in these works are fourteen emerging artists from Bulgaria, Croatia, Croatia, Germany, Israel, Macedonia Serbia, Slovenia, and Switzerland, who have been living and working together in a four-months long process, within the frame of the NOMAD Dance Academy. They have traveled through and met the artistic scenes in Skopje, Sofia, Kanjiža, Belgrade, Zagreb, Ptuj and Ljubljana, having organized lectures, classes, workshops and meetings with other artists.

Bunker technical workshops (11th – 20th June): 
With the help of mentors and a local technical team, the Nomads will create a series of short performances, installations and events (5-30 minutes) and will perform and exhibit them in different locations in Ljubljana. Light, sound and video for the Short Cuts #3 will be done in collaboration with young Slovene stage technicians, involved in the Bunker technical workshops, which traditionally accompanies the realization of Short Cuts for the third time. More than 20 participants are attending the workshop this year and undergoing an educational process for lighting, sound and video design.
Program of the Short Cuts and PLESkavica:

PLESkavica 2010 
NOMAD Dance Academy: Short Cuts #3

18th , 19th and 20th June – various locations across Ljubljana 
14 contemporary dance premiers of the following authors:

Domen Šega (Slovenia), Inti Šraj (Slovenia), Esta Matkovič (Croatia), Martina Rukavina (Croatia), Kliment Poposki (Macedonia), Viktorija Ilioska (Macedonia), Katelina Vladimirova Kancheva (Bulgaria), Krasimira Bakardijeva (Bulgaria), Jana Jevtović (Serbia), Jovana Rakić (Serbia), Eléonore Richard (Switzerland), Pierre Yves Diacon (Switzerland), Maya Levi (Israel), Florian Wessels (Germany)

Locations: Stara mestna elektrarna - Elektro Ljubljana, Plesni Teater Ljubljana, DIC Kreatorij, Kino Šiška - Center urbane culture and other locations scattered across Ljubljana! 


Blow Up:

17th June 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at the Šuštarski most (location still to be confirmed) 
"5 of 50" Passing Through Ljubljana 
50 professional dancers from 29 countries gathered in Costa Rica during the first three months of this year. They took part in a unique project entitled "50 days of Flying Low and Passing Through” which lasted for 10 weeks and took place under the guidance of a renowned pedagogue and choreographer David Zambrano, who himself also developed the dancing techniques.

The group of dancers involved in the Costa Rican project decided to take things further and thus created a dance project entitled “5 of 50” as a further elaboration of a Passing Through improvisation technique, which already saw the light of day in different cities across the globe. 

The project “5 of 50” was already presented in Havana, Amsterdam and Barcelona. It is Ljubljana’s turn this time.

Performers:

Aymara Parola (Argentina), Anne Rouques (France), Laureline Richard (France), Simon Wehrli (Switzerland), Eva Grainger (Norway), Jasmina Križaj (Slovenia), Christine Gouzelis (Greece), Paul Blackman (Australia), Ruta Nordmane (Lithuania) and Nina Fajdiga (Slovenia). 


17th June 2010 at 9.00 p.m. at Stara mestna elektrarna – Elektro Ljubljana 

Ivo Dimchev (Bulgaria): Som Faves

»I made a list of 100 items (themes, objects or people) that I have an existing relationship with. Even though the performance is not based on all items thus listed, it does involve those I hold dearest. There is an existing original version of the performance, which I created for the Tanz im August Festival 2009 in Berlin. 
This version is based on the selection of most favourite items, which had a certain appeal for me and the director likewise. I will create a new version of it to be presented at the performance in Ljubljana, combining my selection from the list of items on the one hand and the selection of PLESkavica on the other.« Ivo Dimchev

Concept, text, music and performance: Ivo Dimchev 
Coproduction of: TANZ IM AUGUST, DasArts (Amsterdam), 
European Cultural Capital Linz 09, O is not company , Royal 
Conservatoire/Artesis University College (Antwerpen), O Espaço do Tempo (Montemor-o-Novo, Portugal) 

More: http://ivodimchev.com/som%20faves.htm 

20th June 2010 at 10.00 p.m. at Kino Šiška 

Sebastijan Horvat (Slovenia): Utopia

Theatre project Utopia tackles the relationship arising between an audience on the one hand and a performance on the other. It sets to revisit this abyss, this barrier, this wall – as a love relation, as an equal partnership or as a romantic duel. The performance has no intention of lecturing the spectator from the position of a privileged pedestal, but attempts to open up to him with an invitation to enter, revealing its vulnerable and direct nature. Utopia is an invitation card for a journey into the Sixties, when art still believed in the impossible, namely in various utopian relations between individuals pushing towards their ideal community, which suddenly emerges here and now.

Utopia: to change the reality and to introduce it in-to the performance.

Director: Sebastijan Horvat

Scene: Petra Veber

Performers: Leja Jurišič, Jana Menger, Sinja Ožbolt, Irena Tomažin, Primož Bezjak, Gregor Zorc and Mala Kline, Petra Veber Rojnik and Dejan Srhoj
http://www.vest.si/2009/09/14/sebastijan-horvat-utopija-1 

